	Type of system
	Evolution of sign processes
	System formations: from patterns to new goals 

	Self-restructuring systems
	Reflective pattern formation in dissipative systems—emergence of signs
	Forming patterns is the way self-restructuring systems reflect some changes in the conditions in the system’s environment.

	Self-reproducing systems 

	Intelligent symbolization in autopoietic dissipative systems—emergence of symbols
	Self-reproduction requires structures to functionalize for survival. Functionalized structures are not plain patterns any more but something that contains meaning.

	Self-determining systems
	Conscious formation of ideas in recreative autopoietic systems—emergence of goals (ideas)
	Systems that do not merely (re)produce themselves and strive for survival, but in doing so, seek additional goals, which they’re committed to and which they chose on their own. There are three steps of idea formation: 1. Perception of signals from outside the system resulting in modification of the system structure; 2. Interpretation of the perceptions by which a system is modified; 3. Evaluation of the interpretations modifying a system by affecting behavior. 







